


  FIRE DOOR INFORMATION FOR RESIDENTS
Key Facts about the importance of your Flat Front Door

Fire Safety England Regulations 2022
Regulation 10

What does “best endeavours” mean?
It will be for responsible persons to determine the best approach to engage with residents in order to get access to undertake the annual checks of flat entrance doors. This could include the responsible person agreeing with residents a date, so access can be granted.
Problems with access
Residents should be encouraged to allow responsible persons access to check their flat entrance doors. Use can be made of the information to residents required by these regulations, or other resident engagement strategies.
If access cannot be achieved, the responsible person should gather evidence of the steps they have taken to discharge this duty. This could include correspondence between the responsible person and resident seeking permission to gain access.
Minimum requirements for inspections of fire doors
Fire doors are crucial in preventing the spread of fire and smoke in buildings.
The Fire Safety Act 2021 clarified that flat entrance doors must be considered in the Fire Risk Assessment mandated by the Fire Safety Order. The Fire Safety (England) Regulations 2022 require regular checks to ensure that self-closing devices are working and the fire doors, including flat entrance doors, are in efficient working order and in good repair. These checks are to ensure that the existing door standard is maintained.
During the fire risk assessment, the assessor may recommend improvements to be made to the door and it will be for the responsible persons to determine how these are implemented. If faults are found with the doors, then it may be necessary to undertake appropriate maintenance to ensure they remain fit for purpose or, where needed, to replace them. However, there is no requirement to replace a fire door simply because it does not meet the current standard under building regulations if the door remains in full working order from a fire safety point of view.
The minimum requirement is for the responsible person to undertake an inspection of the doors to identify any obvious damage or issues. Furthermore, it is not envisaged that those checking the doors carry out a detailed technical examination on the fire resistance of the door (which is a matter for the fire risk assessment), unless it appears that an original fire resisting flat entrance door has been replaced with a non-fire resisting door or it’s visibly damaged in a way that would impact on its performance as fire door. It should not be necessary to engage a specialist for these checks as the responsible person should be able to carry out these checks themselves.
There are several useful guides including government issued guidance available online which can support a responsible person in undertaking checks.
A responsible person should consider:
· if there has been any alterations or damage to a door’s glazing apertures or air transfer grille
· if there are any gaps around the door frame and that seals and hinges are fitted correctly
· that the door closer shuts the door
· that the door closes correctly around the whole frame
· that there is no visible damage (either deliberate or from wear and tear) to the door or door closer
If any issues are identified from these checks, it might be appropriate to undertake more detailed checks of doors (or the self-closing device) if any damage is identified from the initial inspection. This could include engaging a specialist.


Information that the responsible persons should give to residents.
The information given to residents should cover the importance of keeping doors closed, that doors and self-closing devices are not tampered with and that any faults or damage to doors should be raised immediately. Residents will receive this information when they move into a multi-occupied residential building and then on an annual basis.
Your flat main entrance door is a fire door and is essential to the safety of yourself, your household, and your neighbours. 




Why is a Fire Door so Important?

Your flat main front door is an integral part of the fire  compartmentation of your home and will resist fire, smoke and heat passing through it for a designated amount of time when closed (normally for a minimum of 30 minutes). Most fires in blocks of flats start in the flat itself and therefore having a fully working fire door in place helps to stop the fire from spreading to the rest of the building enabling the fire service to put out the fire more quickly.

It is a legal requirement for the main entrance door of a flat which opens onto communal areas shared by tenants to be a fire door.

Importantant Facts about your Flat Main Front Fire Door

· Your fire door has components that have specifically tested for your door type.
· A fire door closer is fitted to ensure that it fully closes the door unaided to the closed position.
· Your fire door must always be kept on the closed position when not in use. Never leave the door wedged open. 
· Intumescent strips and cold smoke seals are fitted around the door or frame to create a seal between the frame and the door. They expand to prevent smoke and fire from passing through the door.
· Three fire-resistant hinges are fitted, and these should therefore not be replaced with a different type of hinge.
· Intumescent materials will also be fitted within the door’s components such as letterboxes, vison panels and spy holes.
· Any glass panels present must consist of fire rated glass to ensure that the door provides at least 30 minutes fire resistance.

Some Simple Checks 
You can carry out to ensure your flat front entrance door provides adequate protection.

· The door fully closes -fire doors need to close automatically. Open the door halfway, let it go and allow it to close on its own. It should close fully into the frame without sticking to the floor and frame and without excessive gaps between the door and the frame (no more than 8-10mm at bottom of door and 4mm for the remainder).
· Door frame condition – door frames must be rigidly attached to the wall and free from damage.
· Seals are in place – fire doors should be fitted with intumescent strips and cold smoke seals. Ensure that these are well attached within the grooves in the frame or door leaf, continuous around the frame and are not damaged or missing.
· Door closer works correctly – fire doors must have a door closer to ensure they close automatically. Make sure this is correctly attached and not damaged in any way.
· Overall door condition – the fire resistance of the door will be compromised if it becomes damaged in any way so regular visual checks should be carried out. 
If your flat main entrance door is damaged or you notice a defect please notify your Property Manager immediately and they will be able to advise who is responsible for the repairs under the terms of the lease


How can I tell if my flat front door is a fire door? 

The best way to check if your flat front door is a fire door it to look at the top edge of the door leaf. There will usually be a certification label showing the fire door’s safety rating. FD-30 is the most common. If there is not one present or you are still unsure, then please contact your Property Manager for further guidance and assistance.

You must not modify your flat front door in any way.

· Do not add any additional locks or ironmongery. 
· Do not drill or cut holes into the door or remove seals.
· Do not disconnect or remove the door closer or any other components added to the door as this will compromise its effectiveness,
· Do not change your flat main entrance door without first obtaining the necessary approval to do so. You should contact your Property Manager in the first instance who will advise on what permissions are required. Please note a replacement flat front door must be a fully certified fire door.
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Door Closers

Fire resistant doors should be fitted with
adoor closer that is successfully tested
to BS EN 1154 or BS EN 1155. Certifire
is an additional reassurance of a quality
product.

Door Hinges I R Fire Door Signage

Should comply to BSEN 1634-1.  \Gai

Fire door

All hinges should comply with BS

EN 1935 and be Certifire approved.
Intumescent hinge pads must be used for
compliance.

Door Handles

! ) Should comply with BS EN 1906 and if
( tested as part of door set to BS EN 1634-1.

Intumescent Strips : Locks and
{ | Latches
Intumescent strips and cold smoke seals
to resist the passage of smoke and fire Should comply to BS EN
should be tested to BS 476 Part 22 and i i I 12209 and be Certifire ) <«
Part 31.1 or EN 1634-3. | I approved. Intumescent

lock or latch kits must be J
used for compliance.

Intumescent Fire

Grilles ] | i Automatic Drop

Complete with air transfer face plates | /6 Down Seals
should comply to: BS EN 1634-2 & BS | |
476 Pt 22. 1 — y These can help in the

I reduction of contaminants \
| & passage of smoke. They

should comply to BS 476 Pt
208&22.
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